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De C. (Special sranch) 
SLr > 
In accordance with your instructions 
I called at the Italian Embassy at 12.10 peme 
June 16, 1940, and there interviewed Mr. Prunas, 
Secretary to the Embassy. 
Mr. 2runas was informed that as the 
Ambassador was removing to the Cathay Hotel, 
the wolice were prepared to provide a guard r 
t or escort of Italian Police Officers if the 
Ambassador go ‘desired. 
After a short wait Mr. xrunas informed 
me that the Ambassador thanked the Yolice for 
the offer but did not think the,situation called 
for such precautions at present. It was arranged 
that, if at any time a guard or escort was reyuired 


a request would be mde to Police Headquarterse 
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SubjectArticles in the “"Nedelia" regarding expected arrival in shanghai of «white 


Made by.. DeSel. Prokofiev. Forwardad hy 


Further enquiries have failed to confirm the "“"Ne- 


delia"“s information regarding the expected arrival in 
Shanghai of a great number of white kussian emigrants 
from Hastern Kurope. aA short note which appeared in the 
“Shanghai Zaria" on 15-12-39 ( translation attached ) re- 
ters to rumours started ,in all probability, by the 
"Nedelia". ; . 
The local office of the Lloyd triestino has not 
received any information to the effect that any groups of 
White Russian emigrants are booking passage to shanghai 
from Italy. wothing is known on the subdject at the :tus- 
sian Emisrants Committee. On the other hand a case came 
to the notice of this office a few days ago,from which 
= would appear that Chinese consulates in surope do not 
enant visas for China to tussian emigrants holding the so 
lled *Nansen“ passports and that without such visa it 
extremely difficult to book passage to shanghai. ' 


This matter will be kept in view and any fresh in- 


formation of interest will be immediately reported. 


D. C. ( Special Branch } 
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“Shanghai Zaria”, December 15,1939 
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t 
. Transjation 
RUMOURS REGARDING RUSSIAN REFUGEES # ROM HUROPE. 


If persistent rumours circulating in the town are 
to be believed, a considerable group of Russian emigrants are 
expected to arrive in China and especially in Shanghai in the ? 
near future. ‘they fled from the part of Poland ‘at present oc- 
cupied hy the bolsheviks. 

The rumours have it that this group of emigrants 
have already received documents and visas necessary for entry 


in China. the documents were issued only to those emigrants 


who could pay their passage from Europe to Shanghai. 
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~99U% 2,000 «nite? Russian micrants. 2 Mujority or 
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q . 
Wthuconii und wol.ni, 
45 is perfectly true thut ua nuacee of witite 


Mussien cnigrants resided in suctern colond eid in the 


e e 
sultic stutes und that meny of them vould ~Yefer tu co 


es rw 


cls..here .rather than to run the ris'’s of vein.: suojected 


to persecuticns iufter the eccu lt om of the seid countries 


by the U.2.4.R. it alsc may ve tres thet -: ong Russian 
end csrents in‘ aurs a vhanvjhai haus the rezutction of veing 
e 


the onjy Jlacé in she world to onter hich no viso is 
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reyuirad. P : 
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at the sacs time the tact should not uc Qverloone 
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ed that ir. Men, GaLMIN, -ditor and Suofisher of the "Ne= 
Sere meee mmmseniy: 
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deliu", is inclined to publi.hing * sensutional “ stories 


from time to time the veracity of which is highly doubt-e 
ful. 
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Translation from Russian weekly newspaper “Naelia" of 9-12-39. 
Published and edited by Mr. M.A. Galkin, 125 Route de Grouchy, 
AS a a a pe en 


1. Ieading article entitled ° Shanghai's Hew guests". 

We are publishing to-day a very interesting informa- 
tion to the effect that in connection with the present war in 
Western Burope a great number of Russian emigrants are proceed- 
ing to the Far Bast and,in particular, to Shanghai, the majo- 
rity of the newcomers being people with means, 

according to information to hand, several thousands 


of new Rusuian residents may be expected to arrive in Shanghai 


‘during the first 4 or 5 months of the coming year. 


What shall be our attitude towards arrival of this 
new ee of Rosaien emigrants in our cosmopolitan .Shanghai? 

We are of the opinion that the influx of new Russian 
forces here will undoubtedly be a vie pleasant phetiomenon, 

In the first places, the average intellectual standard 
of Russian emigrants residing in Europe is considerably higher 
than that of emigrants residing in the Orient, and among the 
former there is a greater percentage of pecple possessing wide 
experience and knowledge. This wiil raise the cultural standard 
ef the emigrant mass here. ‘ ' 

Secondly, emigrants proceeding to, the Far Kast are, 
in the majority of cases, people possessing means and therefore 
they will not constitute a burden to local; charities and muni- 


¢ 


cipal institutions. : 


4 


Moreover, people possessing experience in commerce and 
industry,of whem there are undoubtedly mmy ameng the new-comers, 
will have a beneficial influence em the local Russian commerce 
and industry and will ve able to invent thety eagital and appiy 
their knowledge and experience. This will enable many iccal Rus- 
‘siens residents to find employment in the newly opened enter 


| 
° Suuasthe now were of endgrants wild ony stredginan te 


Hussian emigrant community in shanghai and therefore, being in 
full sympathy with our brethren who have to undergo once more 
the hardships of emigration, we cordially welcome theme 

There is enough room in Shanghai for seyeral thow 


sands of new Russian residents. 


The outbreak of war in Europe and the presence of 


the red memace affecting almost the entire Eastern Europe have 
many new sufferings and hardships to Russian emigrants. Prior 

to the fateful events of September last about 100.000 Russian 
emigrants resided in Finland, Estonia,Latvia,Lithuania and in 
‘the astern Poland. Among them were former members of the Russian 
army and representatives of intellectuals,clergy,merchants,pea- 
sants and, other classes ef the Russian people, who opposed bol- 
sheviem, Yollowing the expansion of the UsS.SeR, in the ‘Baltic 
states and ?oland,Russian emigrants have either to face the pos- 
sibility of being subjected to persecutions and a regime of ter 


ror or to leave to some Place of safety. the overwhelming majo- 


rity of Russian smige anne have no si becntiive but to remain 
where ey rs but it ge reported that about ‘6,000 of them in- 
tend to leave’ Burope ak ie the veginning of 1940. At present 
about 100 peprescutatives of various Russian organizations are 
in Switzerland where they endeavour to obtain the assistance of 
the League of Nations: in the matter of migrating to sane other 
country. ‘So far their endeavours eit is reported, have been um- 
successful. . 

: Recently sli. SF -DWUBW a prominent wepresentative of" 
Russien emigrants who arrived in Brussels, stated that avout 
5,000 Russian emigrants intend to leave Europe for Shanghai and 
other tte in the Yar Saet during the coures af the fret ness 


s 


grants and that Bussian emigrant comaunity in Shanghai is se- 
cond largest in the world. Should the endeavours to obtain 
assistance from the League of Nations be unsuccessful, Mr. DOU~' 
BOV continued,Russian emigrants will gather in groups in Ite- 
ly in order tp proceed from there in . Italian vessels to 
Shanghai. Ihey Know that Jewish emigrants from Germany enjoy , 
peaceful lige in Shanghai. Why should Russian emigrants not 
kecome good residents of Skhanghai,especially if they have suf- 


ficient means in their possession?. 


‘ 
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Headquarters, 
Shanghai Municipal Police. 
Decemb r ig 19 39 
TO: The Secretory & Commissioner Gencral, 


e Se Me C. 


The Commissioner of Police presents nis compliments in 


forwarding herewith the undermentioned docu:nents. 
Reference No:- 0.9411 


Subject :- Consular ordin:nce relating, to Municipal 
Empioyees during the War, 


Enclosures Copy of a Police report. ; 
4 
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Journal de Shanghai. Necember 6, 1939. 


CONSULAR ORDINANCE RELATING TO MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYEES DURING THE WAR 


We note in the last issue ot the Municipal Bulletin 
a Consular Ordinance providing that a Municipal empleyee wke 
has been mobilized will benefit, upon resuming his service, 
by » seniority sllowance porportionate to the" peried he has 
served under the colours. This allowance is doubled fer the 
period served actually in = combattant unit. 

Another Consular Ordinance regulates the system of 
leave for Municipal employees. Where an empleyee finds it 
‘tipmentiile te obtain his leave in France, the pay due te him 
for the peried of his leave at the rate of exchange and on 
the conditions in ferce at the time of his departure, is to 
be issued to him. The cost e° his passage and of that ef 
his family will be placed to his credit in tne Municipal 
accounts. 

The Consular Ordinance also regulates the conditions 
in which an empleyee who is umable te precure leave during 
vues war may have this leave in the ceurse ef his future 


' gpervice agreements. 


Certified true copy j Pt 


Journal de. Shanghai. December 6, 1939. sete 


CONSULAR ORDINANCE RELATING TO MUNICIPAL 


EMPLOYEES DURING THE WAR 


We note in the last issue of the Municipal Bulletin 
a Consular Ordinance providing that a Municipal employee who 
has been mobilized will benefit, upon resuming his service, 
by a seniority allowance porportionate to the period he has 
served under the colours. This allowance is doubled for the 
period served actually in a combattant unit. 

Another Consular Ordinance reguiates the system of 
leave for Municipal employees. Where an employee finds it 
impossible to obtain his leave in France, the pay due to him 
for the period of his leave at the rate of exchange and on 
the conditions in force at the time of his departure, is to: 
be issued to him. The cost of his passage and of that of 
his family will be placed to his credit in the Municipal 
accounts. ; 

fhe Consular Ordinance also regulates the conditions 
in which an wiiioves who is unable to procure leave during 


the war may have this leave in the course of his future 


service agreements. 
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~500-10-39__ 
Headquarters, 
Snanghai Municipal Police. 
December 39, 39 
essiatnenelssie de apdeth nthiogpet ND) 3 
p Secretary *& Cormisastiorier Gonera, 
Ow 
< Me Cs 
The Commissioner of Police presents his compliments in 
forwarding herewith the undermentioned documents. 
Reference No:- ,, 9411 
" Reguletions governin;, »,rumovions in clrss 
Subject i- > é Bs 
eee or inerexses of prey of non mobilized and 
mobiltzec employees of French Consulate. 
Enclosures Copy of French Consular Urdinances. 
CLK,’. y 


No. S.B. De941i 


FRENCH CONSLiLAR ORDIN’* NCH NO. 543. 


Article I: The regulations ;overning promotions in 
class or inere:ses cf pay of n-n mobi: ized emicyees of the 
Municipei service remizn unchanged. 


Article 2: Mobilized empioyees upen resuming their 
service after aaemobilization will enjoy a seniority allowance 
equal to the p riod of their mobi.:ization. 

Article 3: This allowence wil: be doubled for the 
period actual’; served in a unit tht is d-signated a 
combpattant unit hy the laws and regulations which shall be 
enacted on account of the present ware 

Atticle 4: The President of the Provisional Commission 
of the sunicipal Administration shali undertake the enforcement 
of the present ordinance. 

(Signed), oe 
Consul-General for France 
Novemver 30, 195°. 
FRENCH CONSULAR ORDINANC ig NO. 544. 

For these Municipal employees who have not been 
mobilized :.nd whose contracts terminate subsequent to 
September 1, 1939 and prior to the cessation of hostilities 
and wisl be renewed, the system ‘of administrative leave and 
passR cs will be modified as follows:e 

‘ytiele 1 : At the expiration of the five years 
stirulated by the contract, the employee shall be given nine 


months lesve pay at the rate of exchang? and on the conditions 


in force on thet date. 
Arviole 23 peers passege for the employee and his 
family for the class to ‘kak: he is entitled shail be placed 
to nis credit in the Municipal accounts. 
, This passrge shall be the amount which 
the Municjpality would have to pay for the employee and his 


= es 
family et the speciel tariff of the Messagerits Muritimes 
then in force. It will be designated in the extimate 
of this. tariff. 

Article 3: If after this ontx>y tc his credit 
the employee desires to send nis family to France without 
him or desires to take his leave in China or ina foreign 
country, he will b: allewee to draw upon the amount placed 
to hie credit for the cost of the passage. 

To do s0, he must make a written 

» te the President of the Provisions: Commission. 
Suck withaArawal will iy- authorized only for the paymént of 
DASSPTA. 

If the circumstances require it, the 
amploayr>> mey v2 authorized +t. travel on ships other than tnose 
of t*>* Messa-eries Maritimes or he may place his family in 
e elass other then that to which he is entitled eecording 
to t¥Ye sente of pay. 

Article 4 + The same measures shall apply should 
an employee desire to assure the payment of tre passage for 
the return of his family from France. 
‘  aptdele 5 : Upon its expiration, the contract will 
he vrenewer for theee years. It shali be stipulated that if 
tre lenve roster is restored and if the exigencies of the 
service and circumstances permit the absence of the employee, 
he may, in the course of these three years, spend in Franee 
or elsewhewe the period of leave previously. earned. In that 


ease the current contract shell be suspended and shall be 


restored on the return of the employee for the period it has 
yet to run. ; 


No pay will be issued for the period of thia absence. 
fhe empioyee will have to pay his passege aud thet of ; 
\his famity with the balance: standing to his eredit in the 
eccount silintioned in Perdgraph of Article 2 j 
\ If the ciremetences ropiire it, he my uss tips 


other than those of the Messageries ‘Maritimes and he or his 
family may travel in a class other than thrt to which he is 
entitied according to the scale of pay. 

Article 6 : The contimuance effected through the 
new contract for three years entitles the employee to a leave 

ith psy of feur «and a half days per mensem, 

If, betore his departure, he concluces a third contr ct 
whieh obliges nin to return to Shenghai and re c-nnot enjoy 
the provision mentioned in srticle 5, he may remain on leave 
for «a period oe not more than nine months in all, the time 
for the voyage included. For any part of the leave which an 
employee has riot been able to enjoy, he may accumulate the 
lerve according’ to Arbiele I with pay for attendance for the 
months following his return. . 

Article 7 s The president of the Pnovisional 
Comnission of the idunicipal ‘dministretion shell unéerteke 


t 
the enforcement of this ordinance. 


’ 
(signed) Baudez, 
Consul-General for Prence, 


November 30, 1959. 


Certified true copy. 
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FRENCH CONSULAR ORDINANCE No. 643. 
la, 
4 “ 
, ag P # 
Article I: The regulations :stovernins promotions ir: 
class or increases of pay of non mobilized employees of the 
Municipal service remain unchangede 
Article 2: .»Mobilized employees upon resuming their 
service after demobilization will enjoy a seniority allyance 
equal to the period of their mobilization. 
Article 3: This allowance will be ddaubled for the 
period actually served in a unit that is designated a 
combattant unit by the laws and regulations which shall be 
enacted on account of the present war. 
Article 4: The President of the Provisio:r. ° Commission 
of the Municipal Administration shall undertake the enforcement 


\ 


of the present ordinancee 


’ 


(signed)’ Baudez, 
Consul-General for Frane 
November 30, 1939. 


FRENCH CONSULAR ORDINANCE NO. §44 


For those Municipal employees who have not been 
mobilized and whose contracts terminate subsequent to 
September I, 1939 and prior to the cessation of \ostilities 
and will be renewed, the system of administrative Leave and 
passages will be modified as follows:- \ 


Article I: At the expiration of the five years ‘ 
stipulated by the contract, the employee shall be given nine 
months leave pey at the rate o. exchange and on the conditions 
in force on that date. 

Article 2: Return passage for the -~mployee and his 
family for the class to which he is entitled shall be placed 
to his credit in the Municipal accounts. . | 

This passage shall be the amount which 


the Municipality would have to pay for the employee and his 


— 


® 


al 
eee 
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om 


family at the special tariff of the Messageries Maritimes 
then in force. It will be designated in the estimate 
of this tariff. 

Article 3 : If after this entry to his credit. 
the employee desires to send his family to France without 
him or desires to take his leave in China or in a foreign 
country, he will be allowed to draw upon the amount placed 

to his credit for the cost of the passage. 

To do so, he must make a written 
application to the President of the Provisional Commission. 
Such withdrawal will be authorized only for the payment of 
passage e 

If the circumstances require it, the 

employee may be authorized to travel on ships othér than these 
of the Messageries Maritimes or, he may place his family in 

a class other than that to vnich'he is entitled, according 6 
to the scale of pay. 

Article 4: The same measures shall apply should 

an employee desire to assure the payment of the passage for 
the return of his familyfgom Francee 

Article 5: Upon its expiration, the contract will 

be renewed for three yearse It shall be stipulated that if 
the leave roster is restored and if the exigencies of the 
service dnd circumstances permit the absence of the employee, 

he may, in the, course of these three years, spend in France 
or elsewhere the period of leave previously earned. In that 
case the current contract shall be suspendba and shall be 


‘restored on the return of the employee for the period it has 


yet to run. , 
. No pay will be issued for the period of this absence. 

The employee will have to pay his passage and that ¢f 
wis family with the balance standing to his credit in the 
ecount mentioned in Paragraph of Article 2. 


1 If the circumstances require it, he may use ships 


lean . 


. a! 


other than those of the Nessareries ‘iaritimes and he or his 
family may travel in a class other than thai to which he is 
entitled according to the scale of paye 

Article 6 : The continuance effected throuywh the 
new contract for three years entitles the employee to na Leave 
with pay of four and a half days per mensem. 

If, before his departure , -concludes a third contract 
which obliges him to return to Shanghai and he cannot enjoy 
the provision mentioned in Article 5, he may remain on leave 

for a period of not more than nine months in all, the time 


for the voyage included. For any part of the leave which an 


employee has not been able to enjoy, he may accumulate the 
leave accordin;s to Article I with pay for attendance for the 
months following his returne 

Article 7: The President of the Provisional 
Commission of the Municipal Administration shall undertake 


the enforcement of this ordinancee 
x & 


(signed) Baudez, 
; Consul-General for France, 


November 30, 19396 . 
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Su@ject (in ful]) A@wSspaper repart on local Japanese drug factories, 


Fa Seer gatoaren stare 


Vide byDe®eve mizosuchi _. Forwarded by... Meee heen. beth af 
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«ith reference to’ the attached extract 
from "Cnina vrress" dated October 9, 1939, regarding 
local Japanese drug factories, i nave to state that 
because of tne present ssuropean war, local Japanese drug 
factories are meeting difficplties in obtaining supplies 
of chemicals . it is thought that a number of 
local Japanese drug factories will be compelled to 
suspend or reduce period of operations because of the 
limited supply. The accurate number of such 


t 


factories weS not available. 


D. C. (Special Branch) 


rye 


iS 4939 


! 
Local Japanese Drug 
Factories To Sus pend 
Operations Shortly 


Many Japanese drug factories 
here will reduce or suspend oper 
tions altogether because of the | 
limited supply of chemicals, says } 
che Tatriku Shimpo. 

At present, Shanghai stores about 
60 per cent of Japanese drugs and 
about 20 per cent each or British 
and German drugs. 


Bele Ne, 
SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
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Subject. POX 2757, worth China Daily ews - ldentit, of Advertiser, 
© i , 
C: ‘ ‘ 
Made by. eS Pitts. . Morcarded by, . Ae ness pee 
aaa a ee 


she advertise :ent Bpveering under cox 2727 was 


e 
inserted uy the editor of tne .orthec:.. ia Yall. wews, 
whese adnily redio cormentaries have veen vwaiven recently 
DV .Te TeAe BULIZ, on American reporter on tne editorial 


staff of ti is newspaper. 


& number of minor co:.pleints nave been received 
. 
oy tne editor from dien: rd suoscrivers tu tne errect 
that ure sleuusi's pronounced American accent when . 
oreadensting the daily news is nardly 


a 
would expect from the leading pritish journal in 


wnat a listener 


Shanghai. 


In uddition, the editorial start of tne »Orth . 
China Daily sews is comideraply unde r-strenctn, and 
Ar. DUTLE'S services are urgently Beeded-in tnis 
. respect. ‘ : 
. the contents of the advertisement, therefore, in 


tis light are self-explanatory. 


De Se 
D. C.(Speciel »ranch). : 
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British papers in Shanghar recently 
have been publishing an cdvertisement 
of a news broadcast which happens to 
be ane from German sources. Not so 
queer, when it is remembered that in 
the Great War a local British paper 
published German telegrams “By 
arrangement 
Lloyd.” “edie 


with Der Ostasiatischer . 


OCT 1 1989 
NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS, 


{ ANTED Briton to broadcast, pre- 
ferably with knowledge of European 
Sianguages. Address Box 2767, NCDN. 


2530 6 


Daté September l,a-. 
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For infcrmaticn of British members vf the Special 
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August 31, 1939. 


Gonfidential 
C.Re ile Noe F2816/109, 
British ouvjiscts - National service 
The Yritish Consular autlorities state that it would be of 


the great est &ssistance if those members of tne Foree who intend 
to fill up Voluntery Nation 1 wervice Forms would do 60 at onces 
h1ll British members of wne Force who iesire to oomply with 
this request but have not yet done so may obtain a blank form on 
request to the Central Rejsictrye 
The attention or men on tlort leave or sick will be drawn 


to this matter immediately wiey return to duty. 


eS ’ : cet ew on 
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Quartermaster : Gove of Grol 


Germany and the Law at Sea. 
‘ c 

The Germen habit of ignoring all international obliwzations and 
tne dictates of humanity when she realises tnut sne is fignting a 
losing battle was clearly demonstrated in the war of 19)4-1¥18. itis 
is again being denonstrated in the »resent g ue wot. only is 
Je] ny flouting all international law and the customs whicn civil- 
isation has built up in the interests of humanitv. Moreover, Germany 
is currying on thé wer at sea sore effectively against neutral 
Shipsing tnan egeinst the shipping cf the Allies. That this is done 
intentionally, in order t> seek to force neutral nations to act only 
in accordence witn tne German will, is patent from the admissions of 
the Gervsan propaganda organisation. 


The two main ways in which Gernany is flouting international law 
and the dictates of numanity in her war at sea are in tne operations 
of the U-boats and in tne indiscriminate end unannounced laying of 
nines in comnercial shipping channels. The actusl obligations which 
Germany is ignoring are the following :- 


(1) The Submarine Protocol 


This was voluntarily acceded to by Germany on November 
eo6rd 1935. It read as follows :- 


“The following are sccepted as established ruies of International 
Laws - 


(1) In their action with regard to merchant ships, 
submarines must conforn to the rules of International 
Law to which surface vessels are subject. 

Ce) In particular, except in the case of persistent 
refusal to stop on being duly sunmnoned, or of active 
resistance to visit and search, a warship, wnether 
surface vessel or submarine, may not sink or render 
incapable of névigetion a merchant vessel without 
heving first laced passengers, crcv, and ship's 
papers in @& place of sefety. For this purpose theo 
ship's boats are not regarded as = place of safety 
unless the sefety of the passengers and crew is 
assured, in the existing sca and wextner conditions, 

‘ by tne proximity of land, or the presence of another 
vesscl which is in & position to take them on board". 


The number of cases in which the German U-boats have flouted 
this engegeaent of the sernan Government during the present war, 
both by sinking merchant Ships without warning by torpedo or gunfire, 
and failing to make even the Slightest attempt to assure the safety 
of the passengers or crew, sre too numerous to detail. Woreover, 
both the extent and the heinousness of the illegal actions of the 
U-boats have shown a progressive tendency to increase. It may be 
recalled, however, that within « few hours of the declaration of war, 
the passenger liner ATHENIA was torpedoed without warning by a German 
subinarine, and sank with the loss of many lives, There was also the 
case of the steamer ARLINGTUN CUURT. The testimony of the captain 
of that ship is eloquent of the German methods. 


"There was a big explosion. A torpedo had struck us under the 
bridge on the port side. There was a very heavy sea and a west- 
south-westerly gale blowing. I estimated the waves to be about 30 
feet high. We pulled away from the ship and, about 11 minutes later, 
a second torpedo hit the Ship on the port sjde. In about 15 minutes 
the ship sank. On the third day in an open boat the Chief Engineer 


died. It was very cold and raining like sleet, most of the time, which 


cut through us. By the next morning I was expecting three more men 
to die from exposurc, but a Dutch motor vessel ‘iove in sight and 
we were picked up. 

Not only’ was the ARLINGTUN CUURKT sunk without warning, but the 
submarine did not cven come to the surface to make any attempt to 
ensure the safcty of the crew. . 
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Some Girnan submarine comnunders, moreover, seem to try to 
obscure their wanton disrervard tor the obli;ations of International 
Law and humanity by the subsequent friendly, and sometimes almost 
gushing, treutnent meted out to survivors who .ave been tuken on board 
submurines. To take an instunce, after firing at the fishing trawler 
CRESS“ ELL in callous indifference to tne recognised rules of civilised 
warfare, even going to the lenatns firings a shell just below one 
of the trow boats uS it wes being lowered witnm men in it, 
and arterwurds to drown in tne water while the submngrine 
went on its why, spine commander ufterwards returned to the 
scene and tooc« the survivore on board. Ihe survivors were taken 
below, Stri:rpei ot their wet clothing, wiven hot drinks and blankets, 
and put into bunks belonsingg to the subnarine's crew, whilst one 
survivor was broustht ptund by urtifieial respiration applied by one 
of tne enany. 


Thi: gort of tiingy snakes it clear that the German submarine 
cOompunderns, while acting wilh true German ruthlessness, are often 
Acting, in neaorienste with a earefully prepared plun designed to impress 
upon the world ! vany is, in fact, employing chivalrous and 
\ 


humane nods, he well-established und widely known facts 
to the 2 ITT 


The Ge men organisation ha. also sought to yrove thet 
all British merehnat spe fair game and may legally be sunk without 
warnings because wav’ of them arc armed. Here there is deliberate 
confusion between tne armned merchent cruiser and the defensively armed 
merchant ship. An armed merehant cruiser carries a considerable and 
offensive ormunent: she is manned by naval personnel and figures in the 
list of commissioned chips of the Royal Navy; she flies the White 
Ensign, and is essontially a naval unit which carries out naval duties 
and tukes no vart in commeres. Defensively armed merchant ships are 
very different. They arc, us thelr name implies, merchant ships 
engaged upon their ordinary mercantile occupations, but given a small 
defensive armanent, purely in order to allow their crews ‘to defend 
themselvcs and their ships against attack or attcmpt at capture. 

The arming of merchant vessels for defensive purposes is one of the 
oldest sstcablished riehts of international law of the sea, and dates 
from the drys in which all ships went armed against pirates and no 
warships, as such, existed beyond galleys. The German contention that 
the provision of defensive aimaments to merchant ships has again brought 
about # situation in which there is no difference between u warship 

and a merchant ship, is, of course, utterly untenable. Every new 
development in the techniquc of war at sea widens the already gap 
between the warship and the merenant ship - @ gap which even the special 
arning ot ships as armed merchant*cruisers cannot effccetively bridge 

in the technical sense. So much was proved by the gallant but hopeless 
fight of the armed merchant cruiser H.M.S. RAWALPINDI. 


Apart from the conduct of the U-boat warfare, the other important 
way in which Germany is flouting her freely under-taken commitments 
under Internetionel Law, and the roquirements of humanity, is in her 
new minelaying campaign, 
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WHO ZSbuan Tih | aR? 


by Vernon Fartlett u.P. 
I write es an Englishizeun wno nas for years argued tnat the Pritisn 
Jovernment must soontr cr later ce a Stand against Herr Hitler, not 
merely in defence of i own material interest but in defence cf the 
ordinary freedoms of sseech and thouslt waicn make life wortn living. 


Nith eech new act of aseression war becane more obvisusly ineviteble 
and Giffienlt ts wins Austrie, Czecnoslovakia und then Poland.. To us 
in Great Pritain the responsibility fur tais var Seeas so Obvious that 
we have hardly worried about tne of Ficisi ‘dvcuments about its outoreak. 
Besides, it has produced sv many pirsonual problems that ve have not had 
much time to think about its iasediate c&uses. 


But the nistorian aeu.ls nitnm docunents rather than with emotions, 
and he will find strange distrepancies between the Britieh and Gernan 
official uccounts about tne declaration of war. He ey be tempted 
(if ne is & bud historian) to go ratner by the jeruen “hite Sook than by 
the British Blue 200k, because the former sontains cniy twenty-six 
documents and the latter onw nainsdred and forty-four. 


Thu deliberate omissionsS of the Iernen “nite Sook arc Significant, 
for they leave out all the events thot led up to tne crisis and about 
wnich the Gernan conscicnee is most uniasy- 


Nearly nalf of tne Eritisn documents give u background desixzned 
to show tnat a curtein minimus of mutual confidanee is nesussary for the 
conduct of internations! aflairs, but that Geraany nad destroyed all faitn 
wnetcver in promises and agrecuents. 

Poland, France end Great Yrituin know thet it would be suicidal 
to trust Herr Hitler's promiscs, how.ver “final und unaltvrable® they 
were proclaincd,to be. That utmospnere of justificd sistrust colours 
the whols of the subscuquent nigotiations. 


The Gorman “hite Boor consists of un cxplanatory Prvfacu followcd 
by @ Scrivcs of documents which arc mcvent te illustratwe tne argumont. 
The first Svurics of docununts whieh the Geuraan “hitc Book prints consists 
of en cxchanse of letters betwen the Danzig Senatc, the Polish Comaissioncr 
General, and tne Gorivan Government concurning the relations between 
roland and Danzie. 


To quote the Preface: At the beginning cf August the Reich 
Government heard of the exchange of notes betiun tie Representative 
of Poland in Danzig and tno senute of the Frew City, in which the Polish 
Government had demanded, within &@ short ultimative time limit, and 
under tnoreat of retaliation, the withdrawal of an uwlleged dcerce of the 
Seneto releting to the activity of the Polish Customs Inspectors, a 
dcervee which, in fect, hed never bern issucd.' 


This dceercc, which wus, in fact, issucd on June Grd 1953, is containcd 
in tne British Blue Book (Document No.26). 


This action of the Danzig Senate cannot be taken, as the German 
Vhitc Rook apparently intends, as cn incident by itsclf. It was part of 
a stcedy and determined attcmpt by the Danzig Senate to force Poland 
to rélinquish her rights in Danzig. Polend found it necesssry to make 
a Stand at some point. The intervention of the Germen Government in a 
Situation where she had no lezgel right to intcrvene - es we in Englend 
sco it - wes an attonpt to bully Polsnd into abandoning her position. 


Tnese right were not concrned with the Government 'of Danzig, or with ‘ 
the political situation in the Free City, for Danzig had bcen for some 
ycears under the complete control of thc Nazi Senete. The rights which 
Polsnd was determined to defend concerned the supervision of her own 
tredc within tho Frcc City. : 

Germeny's intentions heve becn described in the "Finel Report" ¢ 
of Sir Nevile Henderson. ‘Herr Hitler is c master of turning cvents ’ 
to suit his own ‘purpose, an@ the so-celled ultimatum to the Danzig 
Senete of the 4th August sand the subsequent forcign press Cuuncnts on 
« Denzig 'climb down! g«ve hin the opportunity which he wrs sccking." 

The long =nd ccorefully prepored German-Polish crisis hnd begun. 


- 
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Tne crisis was developed in mucn the same way as that of September 
1938. In the words of Sir Nevile Henderson: ‘Tne 1938 stories of 
Czech atrocities against its German minority were rekwkashed up almost 
verbatim in regard to the Foles. Some foundation there must necessarily 
have been for a proportion of these all*gations in view of the state of 
excitable tensions which existed netween the two peoples. Excess of 
zeal on the part of individuals and minor officials thcre undoubtcdly 
vias - but the tales of ill-trcatacnt, expropriation and murder were 
multiplied a hundredfrold. How far Herr Hitler himself belicved in the 
truth of these talcs must be a matter for conjecture.’ (Henderson's 
“Pinal Report", p.7). 


In any case, Herr Hitler's "carefully calculatcd patience" was 4 
cxnausted. 


The German White Book then described Herr Hitler's attempt to 
persuade France and Great Britain to abandon their treaty obligations 
to Poland. 


Tne documents which it quotes arc all, with the exccption of the 
Hitler-Daladicr oxchange of letters, in the British Bluc Book. All tnat 
necd be said about them is that, provided he was allowcd to have his 
way with Poland, Herr Hitler was willing to promise anything which 


_the Western Democracies desired. 


It is interesting trat @ man who hes so often proclaimed to the 
world his high conception of national honour should take it so much 
for grunted that France and Greet Britain would rcpudiate their own, 
There is nothing new in the Gernan White Book about the British 
attempt to arrange for cirect negotiations bwtcen Germany and Poland 
on August 28th to Skst. But the shortcr German version secoms, retner 
unespeetecdaly, to underline Herr Hitler's determination to force the issue 


regardless of consequences. He was obviously not interested in 
newzotiat tons. 


As Cir Novile Henderson says: “There was, in fact, for Herr Hitler 
only one, couceiveble alternative to brute force, and thet was that a 
Polish Plenipotentiery should humbly come to him, after the manner of 
Du. Schuschnigg or President Hache, and sign on the dotted line to the 
greater glory of Adolf Hytler. And sven thst must heppen at qnce. The 
Army wes cskineg 'Yes' or 'No', since tne success of its plans depended 
lergely on the repid occupetion of Poland 2nd the conclusion 2s soon &S 
possible of the war on the Eesterr front. Bad weather might otherwise 
intervene sat any time end wes likely to prove one of Poland's best 
defcneces egainst the highly mcehsaniscd Germen crmy." 


Document No.16. of the German collection is an secount of = 
Polish brogedeast «t 23.00 on August 3Slst. In the words of, the 
"Introduction": "The Germen propossls wore designatcd as unacccpteble 
by the Polish radio.® But no documont is therc to remind the reeder 
thet Horr von Ribbentrop hed declerced twenty-four hours previously 
that it wos thon “too latc" for these proposals to bo considered. 

The Polish Government hed beun ncady to cntcr into dircet 
negotiations with the Germen Government on cquel terms, but it had 
refused to acccpt & dictetod settkment. , 
VYocuncnt No.13. consists of 2 tclephone message from the Gorman - 
Chergé dad: Afftircs in Warsaw to jthe, Wilhelmstressc on the 30th August 
at 17.30 in the evening. "General mobilization hes been ordered in 
Polend an hour ego by meens of plecarding. The first dey of mobilizetion 
is the 3lst August. 


This sensational communicetion ‘does not montion that the German 
Army on the Fastern frontier was alreedy fully mobiliscd on August 
24th end hed becn ready to invede ‘Poland on the following dey. 
(Henderson's "Final Report", p-8). 


Tho finel strics:‘of documents quoted in_the Germen White Book 
noneerns the perce proposals of the +ttalian Government. 


rea sangre eee 


-3- 


‘In order to banish the danger of war, which had geen brought 
threateningly near by these Notes, the Duce made a proposal that 
envisages an armistace ...” . ; 
- You might believe that this proposal was the result of a last effort 
by the German Jovernment to avoid another war? But the fact is that, 
thirty-six hours before the delivery of this Note, the German armies 
had invaded Poland, and the German Air Force was bombarding Polish towns. 

e 


The German Yhite Book continues: “‘Thbs proposition ws answered 
positively by the German and French Yovernments, but in the neantime it 
was rejected by the British Government ...... Thus the initiative of 
the Duce was brought to nothing‘by the British Yovernment in the 
Opinion of the Itelian Government also.” 


4his account is a peculiar and interesting example of deliberate 
aisrepresentation. The Italian “Yovernment made two attempts to settle , 
the dispute between Germany and Polend. 


The first action was on August Slst and the second on September 
2nd. Between the two attempts Germany had invaded Poland. 


On August 3lst the French Yovernment, in egreement with: the 
©ritish eds Lapel a had decided to give e positive reply. On September 
2nd it was obvious to both the French end Brith “Yovernments that such 
a Gonference was only possible if the,4erman Yovernment had previously 
withdrewn ite troops from Polish torritory. 

s ‘ 

This was immediately mede clear to the Italian Government. But 
in the text of the German White Book the Germen Yovernment hes suppressed 
the word "“yosterday"™ which figured in the original text of the French 
despetch, in order to give the impression that the French reply in , 
question releted not to the first Italian proposel of August 3lst, but 
to thet of September 2nd, mede eftor the entry of the Germen troops . 
into Poland. $ s 

‘ ' 

Even this limited and carefully oditcod solection of documents,’ then, 
cennot hide thc truth. And the truth, as it eppesrs very pleinly indcod 
from the much fuller British selcction, is thct Horr Hitler had scercely 
compjoted his conquest of dofonccloss Czcchoslovekia before he began 
& politicol cempeign egcainst Polend which could heve been preventtd fron 
lesding on to « militery camprign only by the most complete und ebjoct 
surrender by the “arsew Government. . . 


And how long should wo heve hed to weit eftcr the surrendcr for 
the next =ttack? Thet passes out of the reelm Qf history into the 
reolm of gucss-work, but it wes the type of hsunting quostion from which 
‘no Government could escepe in thoso snxious hours of August, 1939. 


It wes the'type of haunt ing question which compollcd thc British 
Governdent, as rcluctant to fight es eny British Government for 


gcncretions, to teko up erms. e ‘ 


